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Copyright and Reader Note

Copyright © 2026 Alden M. Corvale. All rights reserved.

This book is written for educational and informational purposes. It 
discusses real missing-person cases, historical disappearances, 
investigations and public records. Some cases remain active and their 
status can change.

A disappearance does not by itself prove a crime. Where foul play is 
suspected but unproved, the text preserves that distinction. A person of 
interest, interview, search warrant, rumor or public theory is not a 
criminal conviction.

The book avoids graphic detail unless it is necessary to understand an 
investigation. The focus is on timelines, evidence, search methods, 
forensic development and the human cost of unresolved absence.

Selected active-case status and official public information were checked 
through August 2026.

Introduction - When the Evidence Stops

A murder investigation begins with a terrible certainty: someone has 
died. A disappearance begins with uncertainty itself. The missing person 
may be injured, hiding, traveling, abducted, dead, alive under another 
identity, or only temporarily out of contact. Investigators must search 
while keeping several incompatible possibilities open at the same time.

That is what makes disappearance cases uniquely difficult. The scene 
may be a bedroom, an airport, a highway, a burned house, an 
abandoned vehicle or an entire ocean. Sometimes there is no confirmed 
crime scene at all. The missing person's last ordinary actions become 
evidence: a ticket purchase, a phone call, a parked car, a school morning, 
a surveillance frame.

This volume examines famous historical vanishings, long-running 
missing-person investigations and the methods used to search for people 
who are absent. It does not claim that every disappearance is a crime. 
Where foul play is suspected but unproved, that distinction is preserved. 
Where an official investigation remains active, the text avoids presenting 
public rumor as resolution.
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The most valuable question in a disappearance is often not 'what theory 
do I believe?' but 'what is the last thing we can prove?'. From that point, 
every credible clue should extend the timeline. Every false assumption 
risks moving the search farther from the missing person.
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PART I - BEFORE THE DIGITAL TRAIL

Chapter 1 - Amelia Earhart and Fred Noonan - Lost 
Over the Pacific

On July 2, 1937, Amelia Earhart and navigator Fred Noonan departed 
Lae, New Guinea, in a Lockheed Electra for Howland Island, one of the 
most demanding legs of an attempted round-the-world flight. They never 
arrived. Radio traffic received by the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Itasca 
showed that Earhart was trying to locate the tiny island while fuel and 
time were becoming increasingly important. The final accepted 
transmissions suggested the aircraft was near the expected line of 
position, but the Electra was not seen again.

The search that followed was enormous for its era. U.S. Navy and Coast 
Guard ships and aircraft covered wide areas of the central Pacific. Logs, 
charts, correspondence and later intelligence reports now preserved by 
the U.S. National Archives show both the intensity of the search and how 
quickly rumor grew around the absence of wreckage. Over the decades, 
crash-and-sink, island-survival and capture theories have all been 
advanced, but none has produced evidence strong enough to close the 
case.

The modern lesson is not that the Pacific swallowed every clue. It is that 
search areas are built from imperfect navigation, radio, fuel and weather 
information. A small error in one assumption can move the likely 
location many miles. Today, satellite tracking and digital flight data can 
narrow such uncertainty; in 1937, the search depended on radio 
bearings, visual observation and calculations made under pressure.

Earhart and Noonan remain important because their disappearance 
demonstrates the difference between an explanation that is probable 
and one that is proved. The most conventional possibility is that the 
aircraft exhausted its fuel and went down at sea, yet probability is not 
the same as recovery. Until identifiable wreckage establishes the final 
location, the last minutes of the flight remain an open historical question.

Chapter 2 - Dorothy Arnold - A Socialite Walks Into 
Manhattan and Vanishes


