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Copyright and Reader Note
Copyright © 2026 Alden M. Corvale. All rights reserved.

This book is written for educational and informational purposes. It
discusses real murders, victims, investigations and legal proceedings.
Some cases remain active or subject to continuing review.

No living or deceased person is presented as the perpetrator of an
unsolved crime solely because that person has been discussed publicly as
a suspect. An arrest, interview, rumor, theory or media accusation is not
a conviction. Acquittals and reversals are stated where relevant.

Descriptions of violence are kept to the level needed to understand the
investigation. The focus is on evidence, investigative systems, forensic
development and the people whose cases remain unresolved.

Case status and modern developments were checked through August
2026.

Introduction - The Question at the End of the
File

An unsolved murder is not an empty file. It is a file with an unanswered
final question.

Some of the cases in this book are more than a century old. Others are
still actively investigated. They differ in country, era, victim profile and
forensic opportunity, yet the same problems return: a contaminated
scene, a witness who was not believed, evidence collected before the
technology existed to interpret it, a jurisdictional boundary, a false
confession, a famous suspect who became more persuasive than the
proof, or simply one missing connection between a clue and a name.

This book does not promise to solve these murders from a desk. It does
something more responsible and more useful: it reconstructs why the
cases remain unresolved, distinguishes documented facts from popular
theories, and studies what investigators can still learn from failure,
persistence and breakthrough.

Several cases have living relatives, surviving witnesses, uncharged
persons of interest, or ongoing police work. For that reason, speculation
is treated cautiously. A person is not presented as a killer merely because
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a book, podcast, newspaper or online community has named them.
Where a suspect was tried and acquitted, that legal outcome is stated.
Where authorities have not identified a perpetrator, this book does not
pretend otherwise.

Case status and modern developments were checked through August
2026. That matters because cold cases change. A DNA match tomorrow
can rewrite a chapter written today. The final chapter shows exactly
that: a major 2026 breakthrough resolved part of a case that had been
discussed as unsolved for forty years.

The victims are not plot devices. The purpose of studying these cases is to
understand the systems that failed them and the methods that might still
produce answers.
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