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Copyright & Reader Note
Copyright © 2026 Alden M. Corvale. All rights reserved.

This book is an educational work of true-crime history. It discusses organized crime, fraud, robbery, 
trafficking, homicide, and criminal investigation without providing operational instructions for committing 
or concealing crimes.

Historical accounts sometimes contain disputed allegations, inflated estimates, and legends repeated long 
after the original cases. Where the record is uncertain, this book distinguishes documented convictions and 
official findings from stories or claims that remain disputed.

The purpose is neither to glorify offenders nor to reduce victims to background characters. Criminal 
notoriety is examined as a historical and cultural phenomenon, with attention to the institutions, 
communities, and people harmed by crime.

Introduction - Crime, Fame and the Making of a Legend
Some criminals become famous because their crimes are unusually audacious. Others become symbols of an 
era: Prohibition gangsters, Depression-era bank robbers, organized-crime bosses, drug traffickers, confidence 
artists, and fugitives whose names outlived the cases against them. Infamy is not the same as importance, and 
notoriety is not proof of genius. It is a mixture of crime, publicity, fear, myth, and the human appetite for 
dramatic stories.

This book examines that mixture. The purpose is not to celebrate people who harmed others, but to separate 
documented history from the legends that gathered around them. A bank robber can be romanticized as a 
rebel while victims remember a gun pointed at them. A mob boss can look glamorous in photographs while 
his organization depends on intimidation. A financial fraudster can appear respectable precisely because trust 
is the tool of the crime.

Across thirty chapters we will move from Al Capone and John Dillinger to John Gotti, Whitey Bulger, Pablo 
Escobar, Joaquin Guzman, Charles Ponzi, Bernard Madoff, the Great Train Robbery, D. B. Cooper, Billy the 
Kid, Ned Kelly, and other figures whose stories changed policing, criminal law, popular culture, or the way 
the public imagines crime. The recurring question is not simply what they did. It is why some offenders 
become legends - and what gets lost when the legend becomes bigger than the record.

Contents
PART I - OUTLAWS AND GANGSTER LEGENDS

1. How a Criminal Becomes Infamous

2. Al Capone: The Business of Prohibition Crime

3. John Dillinger: The Public Enemy as Folk Hero

4. Bonnie and Clyde: Romance, Photography and Violence
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PART I - OUTLAWS AND GANGSTER LEGENDS

Chapter 1 - How a Criminal Becomes Infamous
Most offenders never become household names. Infamy requires something more than criminal conduct: a 
story that can be repeated. A memorable nickname, a dramatic photograph, a spectacular escape, a public 
manhunt, a courtroom spectacle, or a conflict with a recognizable institution can turn a case into folklore. 
Newspapers, radio, television, film, and now social media each reward characters that can be reduced to a 
headline.

That process can distort scale. The most famous criminal is not necessarily the most harmful, sophisticated, 
or historically important. Some offenders became famous because they operated when mass media was 
expanding. Others were transformed into antiheroes during periods of economic anger or distrust of 
authority. The public may remember the costume, car, prison break, or nickname long after it forgets the 
victims.

A useful rule for true crime is therefore to treat fame as evidence about culture, not evidence about criminal 
ability. The chapters ahead repeatedly compare legend with documented conduct. The more cinematic the 
story becomes, the more important it is to ask who recorded the facts, what a court established, what 
investigators could prove, and which details entered the story only after fame had already taken hold.

The chapter also establishes the method used throughout this book: notoriety is treated as a subject to 
explain, not a ranking of criminal greatness. Fame can come from timing, publicity and imagery just as easily 
as from scale of harm.

CASE NOTE  Infamy is a cultural label. The strongest historical conclusions still depend on records, 
corroboration and legal outcomes.


