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Copyright and Reader's Note
Copyright (c) 2026 Alden M. Corvale. All rights reserved.

This is an original work of popular nonfiction for The Unexplained 
Files.  It  examines  historically  significant  UFO  and  UAP  encounters 
using contemporary reports, official investigations, archival records, 
scientific commentary and later analysis. The purpose is not to prove a 
predetermined  explanation,  but  to  reconstruct  what  witnesses 
reported,  what  investigators  could  verify,  and  what  remains 
uncertain.

The word  encounter is used broadly. Some cases involve a single 
pilot  or  police  officer.  Others  involve  radar  operators,  military 
aircrews,  schoolchildren,  ground  witnesses  or  entire  cities.  A  few 
produced photographs, films, radar returns, physical traces or official 
memoranda. Many did not. Those differences matter.

An  unidentified  object  is  not  automatically  an  extraterrestrial 
vehicle.  A  witness  can  be  sincere  and  mistaken.  Radar  can  track 
clutter. Cameras can distort speed and distance. Memory changes over 
time. Secret aircraft, balloons, astronomical objects and satellites have 
generated genuine UFO reports. At the same time, a case should not be 
declared solved merely because a possible explanation exists.  Good 
investigation  asks  whether  an  explanation  actually  fits  the  timing, 
geometry, witness descriptions and available data.

This  book  therefore  uses  an  evidence  ladder.  Contemporary 
documentation  is  weighted  more  heavily  than  late  recollection. 
Independent witnesses are stronger than repeated retellings of  one 
source. Instrument data are valuable only when their calibration and 
geometry  are  known.  Official  classification  as  "unidentified"  means 
that investigators did not reach a satisfactory identification from the 
data available to them; it does not mean they concluded that the object 
was alien.

Several  famous  cases  have  been  reanalyzed  with  modern  tools. 
Some  have  become  less  mysterious.  Others  remain  incomplete 
because crucial sensor data were never recorded, were not retained, 
or have not been made public. The modern UAP era has made this 
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limitation  especially  clear:  better  sensors  do  not  automatically 
produce better answers unless metadata, range, platform motion and 
environmental context are preserved.

Where later official analysis changes the interpretation of a famous 
case, this edition says so directly. Mystery is strongest when it survives 
accurate description.
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