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Copyright and Reader's Note
Copyright (c) 2026 Alden M. Corvale. All rights reserved.

This is an original work of popular nonfiction for The Unexplained 
Files.  It  examines  declassified  and  publicly  released  government 
records concerning unidentified flying objects (UFOs) and unidentified 
anomalous  phenomena  (UAP),  together  with  the  investigations, 
intelligence  concerns,  military  reports  and  scientific  reviews  that 
produced them.

A declassified document is not automatically a true document in the 
sense most readers imagine. It can contain verified facts, preliminary 
impressions,  hearsay,  analytic  judgments,  rumors  passed  through 
official  channels,  or  claims  that  investigators  later  rejected. 
Classification describes  who was permitted  to  see  information at  a 
particular time. Declassification describes a change in access. Neither 
process guarantees that every statement inside a file is correct.

For that reason, this book distinguishes among four things: what a 
document actually says, what the issuing agency concluded, what later 
evidence  added,  and  what  popular  retellings  claim  the  document 
proves.  When  those  four  layers  agree,  the  case  is  unusually  clear. 
When they do not, the disagreement is part of the story.

The same standard applies to modern UAP releases. An unresolved 
case is not evidence of extraterrestrial origin. A resolved case is not 
proof  that  every  similar  report  has  the  same  explanation.  Good 
investigation begins by preserving uncertainty until the data justify a 
conclusion.
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Introduction - What 
Declassification Really Reveals

Governments keep secrets for many reasons. Some secrets protect 
weapons. Some protect intelligence sources. Some conceal diplomatic 
negotiations,  surveillance  methods,  military  capabilities,  unfinished 
investigations  or  facts  that  would  be  embarrassing  if  released  too 
early. A small number of secrets remain important for decades. Most 
eventually become historical records.

That is why UFO research is so attracted to declassified documents. 
The files appear to offer a route around rumor. Instead of asking what 
a witness remembers fifty years later, we can ask what an intelligence 
officer wrote in 1952. Instead of repeating a television documentary, 
we can read a military memorandum. Instead of guessing whether the 
government was interested in a sighting, we can see whether a case 
entered an official reporting system.

But declassified records create a second danger: the authority trap. 
A typed memo on government letterhead looks definitive even when it 
merely  repeats  an  unverified  story.  Intelligence  agencies  collect 
possibilities, warnings and allegations precisely because they do not 
yet  know  which  are  true.  Police  files  preserve  false  tips.  Military 
reports  preserve misidentifications.  An official  document can prove 
that a claim was reported without proving the claim itself.

The UFO archive is full of this distinction.

The Air Force genuinely investigated thousands of reports. The CIA 
genuinely  convened  scientists  to  study  the  national-security 
implications  of  the  phenomenon.  The  FBI  genuinely  received  UFO-
related information. Presidents and members of Congress genuinely 
asked questions. Military pilots genuinely reported objects they could 
not  immediately  identify.  Modern  sensor  systems  have  genuinely 
recorded events  that  analysts  could  not  resolve  from the  available 
data.

None  of  those  facts,  by  themselves,  establish  extraterrestrial 
visitation.


