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Copyright & Reader Note
Copyright © 2026 Alden M. Corvale. All rights reserved.

This  book  is  an  educational  work  of  true-crime  history  and  behavioral  analysis.  It  discusses  stalking,  
intimate-partner  violence,  homicide,  attempted assassination and other  disturbing events.  It  is  not  legal, 
psychiatric, medical or personal-safety advice.

The word obsession is used as a descriptive theme, not as a diagnosis. Where motive is disputed, this edition 
distinguishes established facts, prosecution theories, court findings, offender claims and later interpretation.  
Mental illness, jealousy, rejection and intense attachment do not by themselves predict violence.

Victims are treated as people, not plot devices. Graphic details are limited to what is necessary to understand 
the investigation, evidence and legal outcome.
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Introduction - Desire, Fixation and the Refusal to Accept No
Crimes of obsession are often told as stories of overwhelming emotion: love turned to hate, jealousy that  
exploded, a fan who went too far.  Those phrases are memorable,  but they can hide the most important  
evidence.  Violence  usually  becomes  understandable  through  behavior  -  repeated  unwanted  contact,  
surveillance,  grievance,  preparation,  coercive  control,  weapon  access  and  the  refusal  to  accept  another 
person's boundary.

This volume follows cases involving celebrity fixation, intimate relationships, stalking, divorce, affairs and 
post-separation violence.  It  also examines the research that  changed how police,  prosecutors and threat-
assessment professionals understand fixation. The aim is not to diagnose offenders from a distance. It is to  
reconstruct patterns and ask which actions mattered before the crime.

A  final  principle  runs  through  every  chapter:  obsession  is  not  destiny.  Most  people  who  experience 
heartbreak, jealousy or intense attachment do not become violent. The warning signs that deserve attention 
are behaviors that can be observed, documented and assessed.
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