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Copyright and Reader Note

Copyright © 2026 Alden M. Corvale. All rights reserved.

This book is for educational and informational purposes. It
discusses real crimes, victims, investigations and forensic methods.
It does not provide instructions for committing or concealing crime.

Case outcomes are described carefully. A conviction, guilty plea,
official investigative closure, posthumous identification and victim
identification are not the same thing. Where no court verdict was
possible, that limitation is stated.

Graphic detail is minimized. The focus is on investigation,
evidence, forensic science, institutional learning and the human
cost of delayed justice. Public case status and general forensic-policy
information were checked through August 2026.

Introduction - Justice Has a Long
Memory

A case file can become quiet without becoming dead. The phone
stops ringing. A detective transfers. Witnesses move. Evidence is
boxed and catalogued. Years pass until the crime becomes
something a new generation of investigators knows from
photographs, reports and the names of people they never met.

Then a laboratory calls. A database returns a relationship. A
cigarette butt preserved since the 1970s yields a profile. A discarded
cup confirms a suspect. A digital file exposes a name. The cold case
begins moving again.

This book examines what happens at that moment - and what
had to happen before it. The celebrated breakthrough is usually the
final link in a chain that began decades earlier with careful
evidence collection. It may depend on scientists who improved a
method, detectives willing to reopen assumptions, families who kept
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attention on a victim, and prosecutors who know the difference
between an investigative lead and courtroom proof.

The cases that follow are not presented as puzzles for
entertainment alone. They are studies in persistence. They show
what science can do, where it can fail, why confirmation matters
and why the word solved deserves precision.

Contents

PART I - WHEN A COLD CASE WAKES UP

1. What It Really Means to Solve a Cold Case

2. The Evidence That Outlives the Investigation

3. CODIS and the DNA Revolution

4. Forensic Genetic Genealogy Changes the Search

5. Privacy, Consent and the New Investigative Frontier

PART II - DNA BREAKTHROUGHS THAT
CHANGED COLD-CASE HISTORY

6. The Golden State Killer - The Case That Changed Everything

7. The Grim Sleeper - Familial DNA Before the Genealogy Boom

8. Carla Walker - A 1974 Murder and a 2020 Arrest

9. April Tinsley - DNA, Persistence and a Killer Who Taunted a City
10. Michelle Martinko - A Parking-Lot Murder Revisited

PART III - GENEALOGY TURNS DISTANT
RELATIVES INTO LEADS

11. Christy Mirack - A Schoolteacher, a D] and a New DNA Trail

12. Tanya Van Cuylenborg and Jay Cook - A Landmark Genealogy
Prosecution

13. Angie Dodge - Solving a Murder and Correcting a Wrong
14. Stephanie Isaacson - A Tiny Sample, a Major Breakthrough

THE TRUE CRIME FILES - 4



15. Sarah Yarborough - A Schoolyard Case and Decades of DNA
Work

PART IV - OLD EVIDENCE, NEW QUESTIONS

16. Sherri Rasmussen - The Bite Mark Swab That Waited

17. Rita Curran - A Cigarette Butt Preserved for Half a Century
18. Babes in the Wood - Better DNA, a Second Prosecution

19. Melanie Road - Familial DNA Finds a Killer Thirty-Two Years
Later

20. Colette Aram - A Familial Search Leads Back to 1983

PART V - WHEN THE ANSWER ARRIVES AFTER
THE SUSPECT IS GONE

21. Christine Jessop - A Posthumous Identification After a
Wrongful Conviction

22. Marise Chiverella - A Child's Murder Solved More Than Half a
Century Later

23. The Boston Strangler and Mary Sullivan - DNA Resolves One
Historic Question

24. Joseph Augustus Zarelli - Solving an Identity, Not Yet the
Murder

25. Ruth Marie Terry - The Lady of the Dunes Gets Her Name
PART VI - BEYOND THE DNA PROFILE

26. BTK - The Digital Clue That Ended a Thirty-Year Mystery
27. The Cold-Case Review: Reading the File as if It Happened
Yesterday

28. Wrongful Convictions: The Cost of Solving the Wrong Case
29. What Forensic Genealogy Can - and Cannot - Prove

30. Why Cold Cases Still Matter

SPECIAL DOSSIER 1 - A SHORT TIMELINE OF THE DNA
REVOLUTION

THE TRUE CRIME FILES « 5



SPECIAL DOSSIER 2 - ANATOMY OF A FORENSIC GENEALOGY
INVESTIGATION

SPECIAL DOSSIER 3 - TEN RULES FOR READING A “SOLVED” COLD
CASE

APPENDIX A - KEY TERMS

APPENDIX B - A READER'S EVIDENCE CHECKLIST
APPENDIX C - THE TRUE CRIME FILES: BOOKS 1-30
Selected Sources and Further Reading

About the Author

THE TRUE CRIME FILES « 6



