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Copyright and Reader's Note

Copyright (c) 2026 Alden M. Corvale. All rights reserved.

This is an original work of popular nonfiction for The
Unexplained Files. It examines archaeological sites, artifacts,
inscriptions and ancient technologies that remain partly
unresolved, disputed, or frequently misunderstood.

The title uses the phrase “science cannot explain” in the popular
sense: mysteries for which important questions remain open. It
does not mean that scientists are helpless, that no evidence exists,
or that an wunknown function proves a supernatural or
extraterrestrial cause. In many cases science has explained most of
the puzzle while one decisive detail - motive, route, exact method,
language, chronology, or cultural meaning - remains uncertain.
Other cases included here are cautionary tales in which an artifact
became famous precisely because an exciting explanation outran
the evidence.

The rule throughout this book is therefore simple: mystery is a
starting point, not a conclusion. When an answer is unknown, the
honest word is unknown. When an explanation is probable but not
proven, it is described as probable. When a sensational claim
conflicts with the archaeological context, that conflict is part of the
story.
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Introduction - The Difference
Between a Mystery and a Miracle

A mystery is not the same thing as a miracle.

That distinction sounds obvious, yet it is violated constantly
when the ancient world enters popular culture. A stone is
enormous, therefore its builders must have possessed a lost
technology. A script is undeciphered, therefore it contains
forbidden knowledge. A metal object can produce a voltage when
filled with acid, therefore ancient people must have used
electricity. A monument aligns with the Sun, therefore its
architects knew astronomy that modern historians refuse to
acknowledge.

The real world is both less convenient and more interesting.

Archaeology rarely gives us a complete instruction manual.
Most ancient societies left only fragments: foundations without
roofs, tools without handles, bones without names, texts without
translations, mines without records, shipwrecks without captains,
and monuments whose builders never imagined that their
descendants would forget why they existed. The further back we
travel, the more aggressive the losses become. Wood decays. Fiber
disappears. Metals are recycled. Coasts drown. Languages die.
Political systems collapse. Symbols lose their readers.

Science works inside those absences. It compares tool marks. It
identifies mineral sources. It measures isotopes. It dates charcoal.
It reads microscopic residues. It reconstructs ancient genomes. It
models transport routes. It experiments with ropes, sledges,
abrasives and levers. It scans objects with X-rays and muons.
Sometimes the result is a clean answer. More often it is a
narrowing of possibilities.

That is why many of the best ancient mysteries are not
questions of whether something could be done. They are questions
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